AR 15-6: 1APR18 EA Kinetic Strike 


1 April 2018, ЈТЕ ЕЕЕ against Al-Shabaab (AS) fighter 


in the vicinity of EI Buur Somalia killing ай occupants in the target 
vehicle. 


During post-strike review by m 


in the strike was misidentified by the 
male, and was actually an adult female with a с 


Facts from AR 15- 


target vehicle was 1 
* Only after the strike and multiple reviews of the) 
Mi ves it determined that 5x adults and 1x chi 


loaded into the vehicle 
Findings from AR 15-6: ЭУ ЕЕЕ ЕТЕТ 


* One female апа one child was killed in the strike. 4 


* Time was the biggest factor in the updated | the ₪ able to methodically look 
and relook at tape to confirm whereas ₪- — ih under perceived pressure to get {е ои! 
as quickly as possible. | recommend that each senior analyst has a brief with their team prior to going 
on shift to ensure the entire team has the correct mindset and highlights that accuracy is more 
important than speed. 


_ 


cnp ES 
JTF Requirement ` 
* Any discrepancy in y must be briefed to the JTF א‎ regardless of where we are 
in the strike process. All JOC personnel are empowered to speak up at any point. 


SECRET/NOFORN- 


CIVCAS Allegation 


Е! Buur, Galguduud 


HEADQUARTERS 


JOINT TASK FORCE 


18 July 2018 


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 


SUBJECT Actio 
Shabaab Fighters 


Findings and Recommendations - AR 15-6 JTF Kinetic Strike against Al- 


1 Оп 29 May 2018 | appointed ШЫНЫН as an investigating officer to 
investigate the facts and circumstances surroundina alleaations that a Joint Task Force kinetic 
Strike against Al-Shabaab (AS) fighters conducted in Е! 
Buur, Galguduud Somalia, on 1 April 2018, resulted in civilian casualties (CIVCAS) 


2 | have reviewed the subject findings and recommendations dated 21 June 2018. | find the 
following. 


а Гапогоуе the findina in naraaranh da ы a valid target Don | 


b ! approve the finding in paragraph 4b that the applicable Rule of Engagement for this 
Strike was 


с | approve the finding in paragraph 4c that the strike complied - | 


9 | approve the finding in paragraph 4d 


e | disapprove ; 


f Гарргоме the finding in paragraph 4e that the quality of the ЕММ feeds were not a causal 
factor of CIVCAS. 


с | апогоме the finding in paragraph 4f that nothing in the strike procedures employed by 
JTF 'ersonnel—standard operating procedure for all JF tkes—contributed 
to civilian casualties 


strike. This post-strike assessment was made by 
following extensive review of ЕМУ 


i. | approve the finding in paragraph 4h that there was a disagreement as to the number of 
individuals in the targeted vehicle, and that this disagreement was not conveyed to| 


го 


ве 


НЕАООПАКТЕКЗ 


JOINT TASK FORCE 


21 June 2018 


SUBJECT AR 15-6 Investigation into Joint Task Force kinetic strike against Al- 
Shabaab fighters [IMMER 


1. Background (Sj was appointed by ד‎ eo חס‎ 29 May 2018 as an 
investigating officer (IO) pursuant to Army Regulation 15-6, to determine the facts and 
circumstances surroundina 1 APR 2018 Joint Task Force kinetic strike against Al- 
Shabaab fighters 


2. Summary. (Sj On 1 April 2018. ТЕ сок shots from ди 
against Al-Shabaab (AS) fighters in the vicinity of 


Е! Buur Somalia killing all occupants in the target vehicle to include 
This was the kinetic end to the months lona taraet development of a target who was 
This strike was executed in 
accordance with the published TF During post- 
strike review by the it was assessed that one of the ADM that 
loaded into the vehicle at BMI was а Adult Female and child. This was assessed as 
the survivor running away from vehicle post the first engagement at 


3. Timeline. This strike took place on 1 April 2018 


2x Adult Males (ADM) were observed entering the target vehicle. 
2 additional ADMs entered the vehicle 


the individual that entered the front right side of 
the vehicle exited and walked around the vehicle to the left side meeting with 2 more 
ADMs was ап ADM, This same ADM that iust exited, opened the front left door and 
another ADM exited 
Ei] the ADM that opened the left door of the vehicle, reentered the vehicle on 

the front left side. In the same minute, an individual 

to be an ADM 

the vehicle observed departing El Buur to the South 


that the vehicle occupants 


БЕДЕ 


ТЕ 
SUBJECT: AR 15-6 


were AS operatives associated with no male 


noncombatants would be injured or killed, and] no women or children 
would be iniured or killed 


4. Facts. 


a 
on 1 April 2018, and 


observed 4 adults aet into the target vehicle Дони that the 4 adult 
males included was in the vehicle between QUIE 
ШЕЕ 


(Exhibit Е) 


шыдашы” zero issues. (Exhibit В and C) 
c0 АДВ ос 2 disacreement to number of 


passengers in the target vehicle, this мга EE agreeing 
This discussion to clarify the 
: ales. prior to informing 
: all males. 


re-reviewed the FMV capture and assessed that the final 
vehicle load up was іп fact MINE Only after the strike and multiple reviews of the 
vehicle load up sequence was it determined that 5x adults and 1x child loaded 


into the vehicle. (Exhibits H and 1) b). (06), (ONT 


е (U) The average experience level of the ₪ shift had 1-8 years of 
experience, however some members did not have any FMV experience. (Exhibit 
E) 


те АДИ 


SUBJECT: AR 15-6 


4. Findings. (U) | make the following findings based on a preponderance of the 
evidence after thoroughly reviewing all of the enclosed exhibits 


a-(S) The facts and circumstances surrounding the kinetic strike, including a 
description of the target, how the target was chosen, why the location of the 
strike was chosen, and the basis for the strike: The target was a 
valid target in accordance with the and the associated 

exhibit A, was generated to aid in the targetina process. WED 


MS According to the sworn statement from IEA exhibit Б, 
CU inc strike was 


executed in accordance tol (Exhibit С) 


(b) 


b.-(S} Identify the ROE under which this strike was executed. including the 
1)1.4(a) 


the target as 
members of a declared hostile force or the imminence based on demonstrated 


hostile acts or hostile intent: The applicable Rules of Engagement for this strike was 


IER 71070) 


c.{S}An analysis regarding whether the service members involved complied 
with applicable Rules of Engagement. Include statements from all relevant 
witnesses: The strike complied with the applicable Rules of Engagement. Per the 
Sworn statement from ШЫ exhibit В RN an the strike оп 
per the standards and have 8800 concurrence of target validity and 
is a valid target per (Exhibit A) 


0 (57А description of how the JTF evaluated whether noncombatants would 
be killed or injured in the strike, including plan, 


whether the „ТЕ identified noncombatants betore striking, and whether the strike 
killed or injured noncombatants: Accordina to Exhibits Е and Е the 


determine 


plan is in accordance with the 


TF _ 
SUBJECT: AR 15-6 


e-{S}Describe the process used to determine | ЕҢ identify any changes іп 
the assessment of Ш post-strike; the discussions between the 10USC 
regarding [EMI and assessment of 
whether the quality of the JOC feeds contributed to any discrepancies in 
assessing is determined by both with 
trained and qualified Analysts. For this strike, there are real-time 
discussions that take place between 


Lm—srsásgm - CF 0 


f {SYA review of the targeting procedures used, to include strike authority, and 
approval process: During my review of the GI strike, | reviewed the strike 
procedures with ШШЕ personnei. They confirmed that the procedures used for 
this strike were the standard operating procedures utilized for al MINE strikes. Based 
on my review of the procedures, interviews with personnel and review of strike videos 
and chat logs, nothing in the strike procedures caused this inaccurate IE all 
(Exhibits B, C) 


9. (S) If any civilian personnel were injured or killed, a determination of the 
identity of those personnel, how and when did the determination of identity occur 
and the likely cause and extent of the injuries: | assess that one female and one 
child was killed in the strike. | base this assessment оп the 0005 2. 5 
extensive review of FMV of the strike by the most experienced FMV analysts in the 
Due to the limited information available in post-strike reflections, the exact name of the 
civilians personnel killed in the strike are not known at this time and may never be 
known 


hS} During the execution of the strike against БЕН did either the 
disagree on the| call, if so, was this ever 
conveyed to Yes, there was a disagreement on IIS] but only 


regarding numbers not sex or age. This disaareement was not conveyed to 
ШШ Not until extensive review by the which 15 the most 


experienced FMV analysts in the аз it determined that a should 
have been the correct call At no point during the events that led up to the strike, or the 
call was made aware that there were women and children in the 


target vehicle. (Exhibits Н and |) 


ыы 


SUBJECT: AR 15-6 


i. (U) Any other matters, recommendations. or lessons learned you deem 
relevant to this inquiry. A member of the оп duty highlights that due to a 
contracting issue, they have lost a lot of their experienced personnel but the ЩЕ has 
put mitigation measures in place by moving personnel between areas of operation to 
increase experience levels. Another member highlights that they have team members 
with 10 year of experience as an analyst but zero FMV experience. Members of the 
team related that they did not consider themselves experienced while one 
personnel interviewed did consider the team in question to be experienced 
actually had 17.5 years' experience between the four member team, with the youngest 
member only having 6 months working FMV analysis and 6 months with the TF ЕН 
operations. However, the does not track how much individual Areas of 
Responsibility (AOR) time each member works so inquired by the Investigating Officer 
(10) the 1 responded with that information is not available (N/A) This could lead to a 
very inexperienced crew working in an AOR due to lack of a Checks and Balance 
system. Additionally, when looking into the ШЕШ anc how they were able to 
reclassify ШЫ са learn that due to the additional requirement placed upon the 
team they have access to additional software and hardware. While neither were actually 
used for the updated! found that concerning that the daily teams do not have the 
most up to date software and hardware needed for mission analysis. Time was the 
biggest factor in the updated кз the 0005966 was able to methodically look 
and relook at tape to confirm whereas the ШЕШШ vas under perceived pressure to 
get the [WE ut as quickly as possible. | recommend that each senior analyst has a 
brief with their team prior to going on shift to ensure the entire team has the correct 
mindset and highlights that accuracy is more important than speed. (Exhibits E, J and 
K) 


а. ШШШ ExPERIENCE: 
а. 


ТЕЁ 
SUBJECT: AR 15-6 


5. Recommendations. | make the following recommendation based upon the findings. 


6. (U) The point of contact for this memorandum is the undersianed at DSN --. 


3 Encls 

1. Appointment Orders 
2. DA Form 1574 

3. Exhibits: A - K 


Table of Contents 


10's Report 


1. Appointment Memo 

2. 2. DA 1574-1 
И 

В. 2 Sworn Statements E 
с ШШ strike Integration Standards 

ORE ER D = שר‎ 

E. CIVCAS 15-6 ОТА III, 

| do 
Nc 

Updated CCAR ICO 


CIVCAS 15-6 НЕ! AA 7 с пе. RN 


Experience Level 


ME e 


5 


ex 


—SECRET/NGFORN— 


HEADQUARTERS 
JOINT TASK FORCE 


MEMORANDUM FOR שש‎ 


SUBJECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer 


1.-(SHNF) Appointment. You are hereby appointed as an investigating officer 
pursuant to Army Regulation (AR) 15-6 to investigate the facts and circumstances 
surrounding allegations that a Joint Task Force kinetic strike against Al-Shabaab (AS) 
fighters conducted in El Buur, Galguduud 
Somalia, on 1 April 2018, resulted in civilian casualties (CIVCAS). This investigation is 
your primary duty and takes precedence over all other duties assigned 


2. (U) Legal Orientation. Before you begin your investigation. vou must receive a 
briefing from the JTF 

She will serve as your legal advisor during the investigation. Consult with her regarding 
all aspects of this investigation, including preparing findings and recommendations. 


3. (U) Procedures. You are to conduct this administrative investigation using the 
procedures outlined in Chapters 3 and 5, AR 15-6. Thoroughly document all witness 
interviews in writing using DA Form 2823, Sworn Statement. If at any time during 
interviews or collection of statements you suspect misconduct, consult your legal 
advisor and, before continuing and when applicable, advise the individual of his or her 
fights by executing a DA Form 3881, Rights Warning Certificate. 


4. (U) Report of Investigation. Your findings should list the facts as you determine 
them to be true and should address and resolve any inconsistencies you discover in the 
evidence. Each finding must be supported by and cited to an attached exhibit. All 
recommendations must be supported by your findings. Specifically, your inquiry shall 
address the following 


a.—(S) The facts and circumstances surrounding the kinetic strike, including a 
and the basis for the strike; 


b. (57 Identify the ROE under which this strike was executed, including the 
the target as members 


SUBJECT: Appointment as Investigating Officer 


of a declared hostile force or the imminence based on demonstrated hostile acts or 
hostile intent; 


c. {S}An analysis regarding whether the servicemembers involved complied with 
applicable Rules of Engagement Include statements from all relevant witnesses; 


d. (8) A description of how the JTF evaluated whether noncombatants would be 
killed or injured in the strike, whether the 
JTF identified noncombatants before striking, and whether the strike killed or injured 
noncombatants; 


e. Describe the process used to determine [om] identify any changes in the 
assessment of post-strike; the discussions between the 
regarding үе дг) | and assessment of whether the quality of 
the JOC feeds contributed to any discrepancies in assessing 


f. (5) A review of the targeting procedures used, to include strike authority, and 
approval process; 


9. (8)-If any civilian personnel were injured or killed, a determination of the identity 
of those personnel, how and when did the determination of identity occur and the likely 
cause and extent of the injuries; 


h. (U) Any other matters, recommendations, or lessons learned you deem relevant 
to this inquiry. 


5. (U) Suspense. Submit your report of investigation to your legal advisor for review 
no later than Friday, 15 June 2018. Submit anv requests for extension through your 

legal advisor. The JTF may approve extensions for up to 
seven additional days tor good cause. 


6. (U/FOUO) Security Classification. Ensure your investigation report, to include all 
exhibits and attachments, is properly classified with appropriate markings. You are to 
produce your report at the SECRET level. Exhibits mav be classified at a hiaher level 


7. (U) Point of contact for this investigation is the JTF| 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER 
Note. Completed forms may contain personally identifiable information and require handling as set forth in AR 340-21 
For use of this form, see AR 15-6. the proponent agency вз OTJAG. 
IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED IN FILLING OUT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM. ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS 


SECTION | - APPOINTMENT 


Appointed by 


(Appointing authonty) 


on 20180529 (Attach enclosure 1. Letter of appointment or summary of oral appointment data.) (See para 3-15, AR 15-6.) 
(Date) 


SECTION וו‎ - TIMELINE 


The (inesigation) comenences a ВАДА а 1100 


(Place) (Time) 
on 20180530 
Ж (Date) 
2. The (investigating officer) finished gatheringihearing evidence a 0900 on 20180621 and completed 
О qmm ~*~ ар 
findings and recommendations at 0930 on 20180621 
(Time) (Date) 
SECTION Ill - CHECKLIST FOR PROCEEDINGS 

A. COMPLETE IN ALL CASES = 5 YES НОЩНА 


1. | Enclosures (para 3-13, AR 15-6) 
Are the following enclosed and numbered consecutively with Roman numerals: (Attached in order listed) 
а The memorandum of appointment? a 

ГЕ All other written communications to or from the appointing authority? 


с. Pnvacy Act Statements (Certificate. if statement provided orally)? 


d. Explanation by the investigating officer of any unusual delays, difficulties, ¡rreguianties, or other problems encountered (e g.. absence 
of matenal witnesses)? 


е. Any other significant papers (other than evidence) relating to administrative aspects of the investigation? 


f. An Executive Summary. Index of Exhibits. Chranology of the Investigation and lists of all persons interviewed and evidence gathered. 
(Complex. senous and/or high profile cases)? 


2 | Exhibits (para 3-14, AR 15-6) 


a. Are all items offered (whether ог not received) or considered as evidence individually numbered or lettered as exhibits and attached 


__tothis герой” | и ₪ 1 

b. is an index of ай exhibits offered to or considered by investigating officer attached before the first exhibit? я! ₪| 

c. Has the testimony/statement of each witness been recorded verbatim or been reduced to written form and attached as an exhibit? 

а Are copies, descriptions. or depictions (if substituted for real or documentary evidence) properly authenticated and is the location of golo 
the anginal evidence indicated? 

е Are descriptions or diagrams included of locations visited by the investigating officer (Appendix C-3, AR 15-6)? & Li 

1 Is each written stipulation attached as an exhibit and is each oral stipulation either reduced to writing and made an exhibit or - 
recorded? кос 

FOOTNOTES: 11 Explain all negative answers on an attached sheet 
2 Use of the N/A column constitutes a positive representation that the orcumstances described in the question did not occur in this investigation. 
DA FORM 1574-1, APR 2016 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE Page | of 4 


APOLO vf DIES. 


SECTION IV - FINDINGS (para 3-10, AR 15-6) 


The (investigating officer), having carefully considered the evidence. finds: [Each paragraph should be one conclusion based on Ihe 


evidence gathered dunng the investigation. These findings should provide answers to each question posed by the appointing authority in the 
appointment memorandum. The evidence that supports each finding must be cited.) 


See Memorandum dated 21 June 2018 


DA FORM 1574-1, APR 2016 Page 2 of 4 


APOLC VI 0156 


SECTION V - RECOMMENDATIONS (para 3-11. AR 15-6) 


In view of the above findings. the (investigating officer) recommends: [Each paragraph should be one recommendation based on the findings 
in Section IV. Address what actions. if any, should be taken with regard to the individuals involved, the unit leadership, and any steps that 
can be taken to prevent the occurrence in the future. Recommendations do not need to be adverse or punitive. For example, the 
investigation results can be used as a training tool ] 


See Memorandum dated 21 June 2018 


DA FORM 1574-1, APR 2016 Page 3 of 4 
APD LE VA (ES 


SECTION Vi - AUTHENTICATION ¡para 


TE AND ACCURATE 


SECTION Vil - ACTION BY APPROVING AUTHORITY ¡para 2 


he findings and recommendations of ine /nvesigahng officer) are 


Refer to enclosed 


mand noweve: 


DA FORM 1574-1. APR 2016 эде 4 of 4 


Pages 17 through 21 redacted for the following reasons 


(ЕКО Sa). (өкін е (093) HOU S С § 1308), (561. (ON7KE) 
(ЫП! а), (POL HE Же), (БИ) 
(өкіл Ke), (DK3) (10 US С § 130b). (X6), (dN TMC) 


USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED ТО FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM. 


STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DATED 


8. STATEMENT (Continued) 


INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 


DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006 APD LO vi TES 


Pages 23 through 24 redacted for the following reasons 


(XDI AA), (0X 1)1 Ae) 
(B3) (10 U.S.C. $ 130b). (bX6), (bX7XC) 


Page intentionally left blank. 


Pages 


(ӨСІН Aa), (ВОТ Же) (CD E Же) (DG) (10 И S С $ 130b). (DK6). (57XC). (DXKE) 
(bX1)1 4(a), (bX1)1 Ag) 

(ӘКІ) Жа). (ЪХЗ) (10 U.S.C. $ 130b). (bX6). (bX7XC). (bX7XE) 

(ЪХЗ) (10 U.S.C. $ 130b). (bX6), (bX7XC) 

(b)(3) (10 U.S.C. $ 130b), (bX6). (bX7XC). (bX7XE) 

JOINT STAFF REFERRAL. 


6 through $2 redacted for the following reasons 


Hope this helps... keep em coming and I'll do my best to get you what you need 


Vir. 


(0(3) (10 


— Subject: ВЕ-{5} 00050 $1] POC Request 


Thanks for the data, this is great. | have а few additional questions about this strike for right now: 


what do you do if you disagree with ап assessment? Who holds the 
1 s Was there a disagreement on this strike? 


room 100? 


„2018 3:19 PM 


jt 


Subject: RES 


Message Body Classification-SEEREF//NOFORN 


I'm the JTF that oversees all Бы менее em ate Feel free to hit me 


up with any questions and l'Il get them answered and/or farmed out as needed. 


Answers to your initial questions are embedded below my signature block in red. Please let me 
now if | misinterpreted or if you need any additional info 


Vi 


How is this a viable 


What is the interaction between 


(b)(3) (10 U.S.C. $ 


What is your process for determining Кох) (10 USC $ 1300). (076). XO not? O 


Jo you still have mom from the strike on 1 APR? 


Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 6:57 PM 


Subject: RE-(s Д ос Request 


CLASSIFICATION-SEGREF 
CAVEATS-NOFORN 
TERMS: NONE 


r discussion, as been appointed by the ШШ; the Investigating Officer in o | 
00077 Strike Looking to get a few questions answered and provide an Рос for any follow on 
questions he may have. 


Here are the initial questions: 


S//NF How wasii > How is this a viable 
target? 
5 /hat is the interaction between 


What is your process for determining 


Do you still have the og from the [gt S Strike on 1 APR? 


| have cc also you have his contact information and looped Ш? 1971 Тһапк уои іп адуапсе апа 
please let me know if you need anything else from me 


Very Respectfully 


iro MR RE VACAT SUR UN 


Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 6:12 PM 
To 


Subject: RE: РОС Request 


Classification :-SEEREF//NOFORN- 


Message Body Classification:-SEEREF//NOFERN- 


Can you please provide me the following data for my investigation? 


o UK Ы 


arget? 


Vhat is the interaction between Mc > 


What is your process for determining (5Х1/1:7(е). ONS) (10 U S.C: 5 1300). (j or not? 
Do you still have Lo os from the [vc strike on 1 APR? 


1 have been appointed by the И as the investigating Officer in provo strike. 


1 thank you for your time. 


(BG) (10U SX 


Subject: Рос Request 


— CLASSIFICATION: SEEREF- 
"AVEATS: NONE 
¿ERMS: NONE 


(0(3) (10 U.S.C. $ 130 


My apologies for the de 
(Secondary), à 3 6), (t Кози (10 U.S.C. 3 1300), (076). 4 for providing the 


POC information for you. | have lefiflllout any of the above noted I vii! be able to point you in the right 
direction 


Let me know if you don't get the info you need. 


V/R 


Subject: Missed conversation with [E 


6 


well but | need а favor. Can you give me a contact іп 
? | am investigating this CIVCAS thing 


CLASSIFICATION-SEGRET— 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS: NONE 


Message Body Classification -SEERET//NOFORN— 


Classification -SECRET//NOFORN- 


CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH-SEECRET— 
CAVEATS W/O ATCH-NOFORN— 
TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 


CLASSIFICATION-SEERET— 
CAVEATS-NOFORN- 
TERMS: NONE 


CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH-SEGRET— 
CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE 
TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE 


CLASSIFICATION-SEGRET- 
CAVEATS-NOFORN— 
TERMS: NONE 


Attachment Classification-SEERET//NOFORN— 
— Message Body Classification-SECRET//NOFORN— 


Classification -SECRET//NOEORN. = 


Message Body Classification-SECRET//NOFORN— 
Classification -SECRET//NOFORN— 


Pages 90 through 92 redacted for the following reasons 


(БП)! Жа) (DT (c) 


(S ОТЕДЩССАК ico 1 APR 2018 K/S El Buur, Somalia 


S | CIVCAS credibility assessment for the 01 APR 18 Kinetic Strike targeting assessed al Shabaab 
(AS) fighters ония in El Buur, Galguduud, Somalia 


S | BLUE: Following social media reports of CIVCAS, the OUSE s 1300) reviewed enhanced 


ISR footage of the event and concluded that one female and potentially one child were killed 
along with four adult males, who JTF identified in post-strike reporting as AS operatives. 
JTF [reviewed all reasonably available information related to the kinetic strike conducted on 
1 Apri 2018 IVO El Buur, Galguduud, Somalia, to include the assessment produced by пещ 
(ONSI (10% E. ו‎ 5 with the f 
to this strike are credible 


[U | wHo: те ои 


that CIVCAS allegations related 


5 | WHAT: On 01 April 2018, JTF Pl conducted a kinetic strike with 
against what was originally assessed to be a group of four adult male (ADM) AS operatives 
associated with IAE (VO El Suur. Galguduud Somalia 
1 
adult males targeted in the strike were AS operatives FE no male 
noncombatants would be injured or killed, and IE that no women or children would 
be injured or killed 
U | WHEN: 01 1424Z April 2018 
[U | WHERE: IVO E! Burr, Galguduud Somalia 
69 
[S ] WHY: There were some social media and other open source reports claiming that the strike 


targeted a civilian convoy and that three civilians were killed, to include prominent elders and at 
least one woman. This CCAR serves as the ЛРДаззеззтепи! regarding the likelihood of 
Civilian casualties. 


AMPLIFYING DETAIL 


S//NF 


Pages 94 through 96 redacted for the following reasons 


(өкіл Aa). (bX DI ACE). (DG) (10 U.S.C. $ 130b). (bX6). (РК7КС) 


(b)(1)1.4(a). (D)(1)1.4(0) 


* EM following the strike, the IN с tne ШЕШСЕ and assessed 


that there were five and not four ADMs inside the vehicle when it was struck 


5 


(b(1)1 4(a). (6)(1)1.4 


5 6 ACTIONS TAKEN: Upon receipt ]וס‎ assessment, JTF ШШШ 


conducted a review of the strike process to clearly determine the possibility of CIVCAS 
and identify methods of reducina CIVCAS in z tuture strikes Despite multiple pre- and 
post-strike FMV reviews by f d y neither entity 
assessed that any women or children loaded up in the targeted vehicle. The likelihood of 
CIVCAS only became clear when IMS with decades of combined 
SOF GEOINT ехоепепсе and 


(БО 


reviewed the ISR footage. The apparent results of 
the strike notwithstanding. JT 5 satisfied that all control measures for an 
strike were followed, appropriate measures to mitigate civilian casualties were taken 


and the commander met targeting criteria using all available information to include the 
(0)(1)1 4(a), (0)(1)1 4 


Upon turtner review, it appears that a 
woman was misidentified as an ADM and a child mav have entered the taraeted vehicle. 
undetected. Accordingly, after a review of 


JTF | grees ti allegations relate: 
to the 01 April 2018 kinetic strike IVO El Buur, Somalia are credible. 


ב 


WAY AHEAD: JTF ДД has considered multiple strategies to reduce the possibility of 
CIVCAS. however. each proposal has accompanvina advantages and disadvantages 


CONCLUSION: In this specific instance, the] and its leaders made 
the best possible assessment with the information that was available to them. This information 
was appropriately passed to the JTF [illl Commander for evaluation. The JTF 


(ода il targeted individuals were AS pes 


—SEGREHINOFORN— 


that no women or children would be injured or killed before conducting the 01 
April 2018 kinetic strike. JTF El: continue to pursue any and all opportunities to mitigate 
the risk of civilian casualties in carrying out its direct action mission. 


U 


it: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 8:05 AM 


To: 
Subject: RETS) CIVCAS 15-6 RFI - ASAP 
All, 


со 


s they relate to CIVCAS 


Agree with what sei in terms o 


upon post-strike review, both parties agreed on s was all prior to 


in-depth analysis that revealed a female 
The CCAR should lay out those details as well, If the CCAR 
1 pulling from the memory bank right now a couple 


being misidentified as a male during the vehicle loadup. 
differs from what | | 


months after the fact 


d out above, | defer to that г 


port 


V/r 


Ob), ()(6). (D)(7)(C) 


Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 8:19 PM 
то: (0)(3) (10 U.S.C. $ 1300). (0)(6). (D(7)(C) 


Subject: КЕ: (5)-СМСА5 15-6 RFI - ASAP 


No. The female was misidentified as a male. The POSS child was completely missed until the CIVCAS review. 


Subjectr15) CIVCAS 15-6 RFI - ASAP 
Importance: High 


Classification SECRET//NOFORN— 
Message Body Classification-SECRET//NOFORN- 


All, 


| need a response from both the on this one: 


Did either team ever think or actually make a change in са! for the strike against Ш? 1 so, 


did that ever get conveyed to тте), РУЫ If no change ir| call was made but needed to be, why wasn't 
it? 


Thank you. 


Message Body Classification-SECRET//NOFORN— 


Classification: SECRETE/ZNGFORN— 


Subject: 157 CIVCAS 15-6 RFI - ASAP 


No. The female was misidentified as a male. The POSS child was completely missed until the CIVCAS review 


EEESZNGIGNUIG 


Subject:-{S}CIVCAS 15-6 RFI - ASAP 
Importance: High 


Message Body Classification--SEEREF//NOFORN 
All, 


| need a response from both them on this one: 


Did either team ever think or actually make a change in ШЕса!! for the strike against IG? if so, 
did that ever get conveyed to CDR THEM? If no change in HI cal! was made but needed to be, why wasn't 
it? 


Thank you. 


С. 5 130b). (6/6). (DX7)(C 


Message Body Classification-SECRET//NOFORN— 


Classification: SEEREF//NOFORN— 


ле 
Го: 
Сс: 
Subject: 


(b)(3) (10 U.S.C. $ 130b). (b)(6) 


(0€ Е 
| defer 99 the exact timeline and callouts from an F is perspective, but here is the timeline we laid out in 
our CCAR 


(b)(1)1.4(a), (D(1)1-4(C) 


Pages 105 through 106 redacted for the following reasons: 


(Б)! Жа). (XDI 4(c) 


(b)(1)1.4(a). (D)(1)1-4(C) 


As far as the timeline of when fll that's not something we document along the way 


1 can't reference any sort of log to provide a minute-by-minute accounting. However, this was а 
is particular day | remember 96087280 


Ш being present for the vast majority of the day 


Unfortunately, I was out of the JOC during ШШШ anc 


returned just before the actual strike... ac 266 (who is ce’d) he and АШЕР 


1.4(a), (D(1)1.4(c) 


UG т 
All that said, the are instructed frequently and at 


multipl: els of leadership to provide honest, un-varnished assessments on what they are seeing, specifically with 
regard to any potential collateral concerns. That, combined with the physical separation of us and the ШЕ leads me to 
believe that any mistake was not influenced 501.4 


and we always stress that 


(b)(3) (10 U.S.C. 5 1300). (D)(6). (b)(7X(C. 


at: Thursdav. June 14. 2018 10:23 AM 


(b)(3) (10 U.S.C. $ 130b). (0)(6). (b)(7) 


Subject:(5) Timeline? 


Message Body Classification -SECRET//NOFORN 


Gents, 


s uu can you please give me the timeline from | оғ when f arrived in the JOC and who 
шшш: the SITREP to them? | don't need names but assuming the brief was given by {Һе 


а” EE A«> O 
Ано, how 


[оду > Very? 


ща is very aware of this situation and | want to paint as accurate of a picture as possible so we can capture 


the lessons learned and where we can move forward. The compounding issue here is turns into a 
pumpkin next week so | am up against a hard deadline. 


Message Body Classification-SECRET//NOFORN— 


Classification-SE€RET/7NGFORN— 


Subject: RE) Timeline? 


(b)(1)1.4(3). (6)(1)1.4(с) 
ves Y a), (B)(1)1.4( 


** All times are based on the video clip in this directory iS 


From: 
Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2018 10:23 AM 
To: 

Subject:{5}- Timeline? 


Message Body Classification -SECRET//NOFORN 


Gents, 


1 guess | am missing something. 


(5)(1)1-4(a). (0)(1)1.4(с) 


can you please give me the timeline from of when ]₪ arrived in the JOC and who 
provided the SITREP to them? | don't need names but assuming the brief was given bv the 


|| Also, according to 


Also, how 


[^] is very aware of this situation and | want to paint as accurate of a picture as possible so we can capture 
the lessons learned and where we can move forward. The compounding issue here is turns intoa 
pumpkin next week so | am up against a hard deadline. 


Message Body Classification:-SEEREF//NOFORN— 


Classification: SECRET7/NOFORN— 


Subject: RE-(5) Experience Levels? 


Classification-SE€RET7/ NOFORN— 


Message Body Classification--SEEREF//NOFORN- 


Sir 


S.C. 5 1306), (006), (7С) 


(6/3) (10 U.S.C. 5 130b). (0)(6) (b) 


From:| 


Sent: Friday, June 15, 2018 10:44 A 
Ob 


b 
5 Thanks] I'll need to know how many people are on the team and answers to each of the questions 
below for each member. 
(6)(6). (D(7C) 
S |From: 


3 130b). (BNO), (DX 


Subject: КЕ: (5) Experience Levels? 


77“ ASSIFICATION-SEGRET— 
VEATS-NOFORN— 
«RMS: NONE 


ШШ не team on shirt Го с: back on shift Sunday night will be able to get you 


an accurate answer 


bject:45) Experience Levels? 
зопапсе: High 


Classification--SEERETF//NOFORN— 


Message Body Classificationt-SECRET//NOFORN— 


Thank you. 


Message Body Classification--SECRET//NOFORN—— 


-iassification-5EERET//NGFORN— 


CLASSIFICATION-SECRET— 
CAVEATS-NOFORN— 
TERMS: NONE 


Message Body Classification--SECRET//NOFORN— 


assification-SECRET//NOEORN _ 


Subject: RE:4S) Experience Levels? 


CLASSIFICATION-SECRET— 
CAVEATS-NOFORN- 
TERMS: NONE 


р/(1)1.4(а). (DX3) (10 U S.C. $ 1300), (6 


1.7(е). (03) (10 U.S.C 


Sent: Friday, June 15, 2018 11:04 AM 
To: 
Subject: RE:4S) Experience Levels? 


an you confirm that the 


CLASSIFICATION-SEGRET— 


CAVEATS-NOFORN 
TERMS: NONE 


(0)(1)1-7(e 
he team on shift ‘or be back on shift Sunday night 


accurate answer 


Дули be able to get you 


From: (0)(3) (10 U.S.C. 51505). (b)(6). (0070 
Sent: Friday, June 15, 2018 9:55 AM 


Subject-(5) Experience Levels? 
Importance: High 


Thank you. 


Message Body Classification--SEEREF//NOFOF 


Page 117 redacted for the following reason 


(b)(1)1 4a), (6003) (10 U.S.C $ 130b), (bX6). (БХ?ХС) 


